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The current students at Arizona State 
University are our future lawyers, 
doctors, teachers and engineers. They 
are also our future community leaders 
and board members. As we watch so 
many graduates of ASU stay in our local 
community, it is clear that an investment 
in ASU Hillel is truly an investment not 
only in the lives of our students, but 
also in the future of Jewish Phoenix. 
ASU Hillel alumni currently serve in 
countless professional and volunteer roles 
that strengthen the fabric of our Jewish 
community. People cut their teeth at 
Hillel and graduate ready to impact their 
society in new ways.

The opportunities below give students 
the tools and resources to lead their peers 
now and to become leaders right here in 
Phoenix upon graduation.

Student Executive Board. This 
newly established group develops and 
implements a vision for Jewish student 
life. Each student vice president—Jewish 
Life, Programming and Marketing—gains 
management experience by supervising 

his or her peers. Board meetings feature 
weekly Jewish text study around relevant 
leadership topics.

Internship program. Interns have 
focused roles in their speci� c areas 
of interest that overlap with Hillel’s 
needs. Many internships are eligible for 
academic credit. 

Leadership training and retreats. All 
student board members and interns 
receive intensive training when their 
positions start, as well as ongoing 
mentoring through weekly supervision.

Monte� ore Leadership Class. Launched 
in spring 2015, this annual 8-week class 

is co-led by sta�  and one student leader 
and features many local leaders as guest 
speakers. The curriculum is designed 
to help each student � nd his or her own 
leadership style by exploring Jewish 
leadership � gures past and present, the 
challenges of communal leadership, and 
more. 

Networking and mentoring events. 
From a Suns game with Lon Babby to 
a women’s speed networking event at 
Sheila Schwartz’s home featuring six 
diverse professionals, ASU Hillel is here 
to help students envision their careers 
and � gure out how to live out their 
dreams. This programming is supported by 
the Jewish Community Foundation.

Campus Leaders Today, Community Leaders Tomorrow

My experience at Hillel at ASU has truly made me the person I am today. I have built 
lifelong friendships with classmates and community members. Through the one-
of-a-kind experiences Hillel provided me, I had the opportunity to travel to Israel, 
take on leadership roles at ASU and teach Hebrew School at a local synagogue—
something I would have never have dreamed I would enjoy but continued doing 

for four years. Now, as Vice President of Hillel’s Board of Directors, I have the 
opportunity to use everything I learned as a student leader to give back to the 

organization that has done so much for me. chelsey keller ‘13



When I ask 
students, friends, 
or community 
members why they 
feel connected to 
Jewish life and 
Jewish 
community, the 
answer is almost 
always, “Someone 
invited me.” I 
usually then 

have the privilege of hearing all kinds of 
inspiring stories. For example, a student 
leader told me she got her start after 
meeting amazing people when a friend 
invited her to a Hillel women’s event, and a 
major donor related that he started giving 
to an organization he didn’t initially know 
about after a colleague simply invited him 
to learn more.

The magic of Hillel is so simple: We believe 
that a sincere and personalized invitation, 
followed by ongoing interactions, 
opens up enormous potential for Jewish 
engagement. Authentic one-on-one 
relationships allow us to make the 

speci� c recommendations about Jewish 
opportunities that will truly further 
students’ growth as Jewish adults. 
And so, at ASU Hillel, our goal is to know 
every student by name and by story. With 
an estimated 3,500 Jewish students on 
campus, this is no small task! So, how do 
we do it?

We stay focused on the fact that Hillel 
is not an end, but a platform for Jewish 
community, exploration, and celebration. 
In the � rst training of the year, student 
leaders are asked to consider people 
in their lives whose invitations to try 
something new worked because of the 
friendship or mentoring relationship that 
already existed. This re� ection enables 
students to internalize the impact they can 
have on their peers when they resist the 
urge to ‘sell’ Hillel and instead allow each 
interaction to truly be about building and 
deepening personal connections.

We strive to balance the abstract albeit 
inspiring nature of relationship building 
with collecting hard data that allows for 
a nuanced understanding of our impact.

In fact, this past year, our participation 
in Hillel International’s Measuring 
Excellence Pilot Program, a new initiative 
to de� ne and measure success across our 
movement, won us a national award for 
strengthening the global Hillel movement.

Every day, we are getting closer to our 
vision of an ASU where every student 
is inspired to make an enduring 
commitment to Jewish life, learning and 
Israel. My deepest appreciation goes out to 
our community partners and supporters 
who make this holy work possible. I invite 
you to share this report with a friend who 
may not yet know how Hillel is growing – 
and see where the invitation takes you.

B’Shalom,

Debbie Yunker Kail
Executive Director

It has been an 
exciting year for 
Hillel at ASU. 
Our director, 
Debbie Yunker 
Kail, completed 
her second year 
with us, and she 
has continued 
to provide her 
enthusiastic, 
passionate, 

and dedicated leadership. The 
accomplishments described in this report 
are a direct result of Debbie’s tireless 
e� orts, and it has been my pleasure to 
work with her.  

This past year, we welcomed Jordan 
Rothenberg and Jacob Ladin to our sta� , 
and we are looking forward to adding two 
new sta�  positions for the coming year. 
This explosive growth in Hillel’s sta�  will 

allow us to signi� cantly expand our reach 
as we create and develop relationships 
with many more ASU Jewish students.  

The Hillel Board also continues to grow 
and develop. We have added � ve new 
board members for the coming year, all of 
whom bring unique experience and skills 
that will help to move us forward. Thank 
you to Ira Joseph, who served as President 
during the past 2 years, as well as to our 
outgoing board members (see page four).

Our student programs are thriving. The 
new student executive board and team 
of student interns, led by Mat Sherman, 
provides leadership opportunities for 
many of our students, and they have been 
tremendous representatives of Hillel and 
the Jewish student population on campus. 
It is wonderful to see � rst-hand the 
impressive future Jewish leaders that we 
have at ASU.

Finally, I want to express my appreciation 
to everyone who has supported Hillel 
at ASU during this past year. The ASU 
administration has been committed 
supporters of Hillel, and we value our 
strong working relationship with ASU. 
We also are grateful for all of the � nancial 
support that the community has provided 
to us, as well as the expressions of interest 
about Jewish life at ASU that we constantly 
receive. We take very seriously our role in 
enriching the lives of Jewish 
students at ASU, and we are excited about 
a bright future for them.

Steve Goldstein
President
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Messages from Hillel Leadership

Hillel on Social Media Facebook: /hillelasu • Twitter: @hillelasu • Instagram: @asuhillel



Students’
Stories
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The journey of Jewish life in college has many twists and turns, all � lled with opportunities 
for self-exploration and growth as students navigate leadership opportunities, the Jewish 

homeland, and our rich Jewish tradition.

Mat Sherman ‘16
Scottsdale, AZ
Hillel Student Exec. Board President

I came to Hillel looking for a community and Hillel 
was perfect for me then. As I hit my junior year, I 
wanted a more active leadership experience and 
Hillel transformed into a place where I could be an 
empowered leader. This was partly due to the hiring 
of Jordan, our new engagement director, as I had 
more one-on-one time to hash out my ideas and 
develop them into something incredible with him. 
Also, the fact that Hillel was willing to tear up their 
previous leadership structure and put in a new one 
that I developed with other students is empowering 
in itself. A big aspect of leadership is trust and Hillel 
trusted what I was doing and had faith that it was 
going to work. Once it was implemented, there was 
the support to help me grow as a leader and help Hillel 
grow as an organization. I think it boils down to the 
fact that we have each other’s back at Hillel. It’s a good 
feeling. When you are ready to shift gears, Hillel is there 
to o� er the tools to help you do so. My shift was from 
becoming a student embedded in the community to a 
student leader trying to strengthen that community. 

Becoming a Hillel programming intern this fall will 
be a great opportunity. I went on the Birthright trip 
with ASU Hillel and from that trip it only made me 
more interested in Israel and Judaism. I also met ASU 
students I hadn’t met before, and that only made me 
want to go to Hillel more often to connect with other 
ASU students. I am looking forward to helping with 
the social programming to get more students involved 
and to have a fun time at Hillel. Additionally, my career 
goal is to become an event planner, so I am excited to 
gain experience that could help me get other jobs or 
internships in the future.

The transition from high school to college can be 
di�  cult, but having Hillel made it easier. Serving as 
a facilitator with other BBYO alumni as Hillel’s 4-part 
leadership development series for BBYO was a new and 
meaningful way to stay connected to my past. We ran 
sessions for teens about leading your peers, � nding your 
connection to Israel, translating your leadership to your 
resume, and strengthening your chapter. Working with 
BBYO gave me the opportunity to reconnect with my 
own Judaism while helping others � nd theirs.

Being involved with Hillel, especially as a Jewish Life 
intern this past semester, has both strengthened my 
Jewish identity and my con� dence as a student leader. 
Even though being a community leader can be stressful 
at times, the things I learned help me incorporate 
Judaism into my weekly routine which, in turn, makes 
me incredibly happy.

As an active member of the Jewish and pro-Israel 
communities at ASU, I could not be more grateful 
to have Hillel. When I took on the position of AIPAC 
campus liaison for ASU, Hillel was a great place for me 
to meet other students looking for ways to support 
Israel. The outgoing sta�  were integral in coordinating 
e� orts on campus and keeping Israel and Jewish 
students’ needs on the minds of campus leaders.

Maddy Levy ‘17
Tucson, AZ

Sarah Wolfus ‘18
Scottsdale, AZ

Jessie Cassorla ‘17
Austin, TX

Jakob Khazanovich ‘15
Scottsdale, AZ



ASU Hillel’s Comprehensive Israel Engagement Initiative will expand our 
Israel education and engagement o� erings on campus by creating two new full 

time positions and forging an innovative new partnership with Jewish Arizonans 
on Campus (JAC). This proactive approach to Israel education is designed to engage 

students from all di� erent religious, political and academic backgrounds before anti-
Israel sentiments become deep-seated on campus.

Andrew Gibbs will serve as the 
new Israel Education Coordinator. 
This position was created and will be 
implemented in partnership with Jewish 
Arizonans on Campus, with generous 
support from the Jewish Federation 
of Greater Phoenix and the Jewish 
Community Foundation of Greater 
Phoenix.  

Previously a development associate at 
BBYO, Andrew will return to his alma 
mater and his roots, as one of his roles 
will be advising the pro-Israel group he 
founded at ASU in 2009. Leveraging his 
own deep knowledge of Israel as well as 
local and national resources, Andrew 
will train students to build authentic 
partnerships across religious and other 
cultural lines, including partnerships 
that take Israel education outside of the 
four walls of Hillel or JAC. He will also 
seed new initiatives designed to bring 
Israel education to the forefront of the 
ASU Jewish community. Once Andrew is 
up and running on campus, he will also 
begin working with local teen groups on 
high school-focused Israel education.

Jessielyn Kreitzer will serve as ASU 
Hillel’s � rst IACT Coordinator for 
Campus Engagement. IACT stands 
for Inspired, Active, Committed and 
Transformed, a program started in Boston 
by the Combined Jewish Philanthropies 
(Boston’s Jewish federation) and 
expanded nationally beginning last year. 
ASU Hillel is one of only 12 campuses 
to receive the program since it went 
national.

In her new role, Jessielyn will focus on 
all things Birthright. She will develop 
innovative trip recruitment strategies, 
sta�  ASU Hillel’s Birthright trips, and 
continue connections with all Birthright 
alumni. This holistic approach to the trip 
and to Jewish community building has a 
proven track record of keeping Birthright 
alumni connected to Jewish life when 
they return to their home campus.  More 
than 80% (and on some campuses 100%) 
of IACT alumni become involved in 
Jewish life in the year following their trip. 

ASU Hillel Board of Directors
2015-16

Steven M. Goldstein, President
Chelsey Keller, Vice President
Mark Khazanovich, Secretary

Aaron Blau, Treasurer
Mat Sherman ‘16

Nancy Brooks
Zach Brooks

Je� rey Jurkowitz
Aaron Krasnow*
Veronica Lange*

Marc Lerner*
Hannah Rosen*

Joel Schaller*

*new members

We also thank our outgoing board 
members for their years of service:

Rabbi Micah Caplan
Amy Golden
Aaron Golub

Hannah Ossman
Michael Sarna
Livia Steingart

By the
Numbers

Two New Staff, New Board in 2015-16
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35 student leaders

343 students reached

45 Birthright Israel participants

Hillel at ASU had a record year in 2014-15, 
with more student leaders and Birthright 
Israel participants than ever before.
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Building the campus sukkah

Team building at leadership retreatVigil after November
Jerusalem synagogue attack

Nashim women’s networking 
event

Suns game with Lon Babby and 
Board of Directors

Teens visit Hillel during LimmudAZ

Birthright summer 2015



Investing in the
Hillel is dependent on the generosity of parents, alumni, and community members. We sincerely appreciate 

every individual who supports Jewish life on campus. Due to space limitations, contributions of $100+ made 
during the 2014-2015 year are listed below. We apologize for any errors or omissions; please contact

Jacob Ladin at Hillel with any corrections. 

Hillel at ASU is a proud partner of the
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$10,000-24,999
Benjamin Goldberg Charitable Trust
Nancy & Zach Brooks
Diane & John Eckstein
Flo & Paul Eckstein
Deeann Griebel*
Young Jewish Funders of Arizona
Barbara & Barry Zemel

$5,000-9,999
Congregation Beth Israel*
Marilyn & David Frazer
Fran & Larry Frazin*
Hillel International
Randi & Alan Jablin/Friedel Family 
    Foundation*
Jewish Community Foundation
Valerie & Herschel Richter

$2,500-4,999
Rachel & Jonathan Ho� er
Nancy & Larry Mo�  tt*
Sheila Schwartz
Caryll & Gerald Webner

$1,000-2,499
Nina & Michael Kotin*
Judy Ackerman & Richard     
    Epstein
Richard Bash
Peter Buseck
Vicki & Howard Cabot*
Jacki & Lance Cohen
Shirley & Mark Cohen
Shelley Cohn
Melanie & Hilton Efune
Cheryl & Stan Hammerman
Sima & Irving Ho� man
Gary Jaburg
Joel Jacob
Selina & Eli Kaminsky

Bonnie & Allyn Kluger
Sue & Mark Landy
Lodestar Jewish Donor Advised
    Fund
Kristina & Marvin Lustiger
Irene Metz
Erika & Steven Neuberg
Jenny Norton & Bob Ramsey
Rosana Bodanis Farber Memorial
    Program Endowment
Cyndi & Jamie Rosenthal
David Schuman
Beth Shapiro & Steve Goldstein
Sara & Bob Silver
Eva & Marvin Steiner
Elana & Daniel Storch

$500-999
Stacey & David Arkules
Gregory Bernstein
Kim & Aaron Blau
Sharon & Allan Bulman
Michelle & Rabbi Micah Caplan
Michael Chasin
Cynthia & Edward DuBrow
Aaron Golub
Marion & Je� rey Isaacs
Ruthie & Ira Joseph
Brianna & Je� rey Jurkowitz
Debbie & Benjamin Kail
Rabbi Elana Kanter & Rabbi
    Michael Wasserman
Brooke & Mark Khazanovich
Michelle & Bryan Kort
Pat & Barry Kriegsfeld
Rosalind & Larry Mankin
Andi & Sherman Minko� *
Susie & Bob Roth
Pamela & Jonathan Ruzi
Fran & Al Sachs
Tracy & Marc Schwimmer

Dale & Alan Singer
Marcia & Arlen Solochek
Maryann & Jack Spiegelman
Livia & Michael Steingart
Robyn & Bruce Weinstein

$180-499
Shotsy & Marty Abramson
Roberta Aidem/The Media
    Foundation
Maxine & Dennis Baker
Falynn & Jason Baum
Allison & Alex Benezra
Julian Beuzieron
Dorothy & Michael Blaire
Linda & Je� rey Bonn
Barbara & Lewis Brown
Gail & Roger Brown
Camp Daisy & Harry Stein
Stefanie & Jerry Cargill
Alison & Jonathan Cassorla
Elaine & Je� rey Chapman
Congregation Or Tzion
Tatyana Dhaliwal
Leora & Alan Diamond
Tara & Ira Ellman
Stephen Fair
Barbara & Joel Gerebo� 
Joyce Geyser
Jean & Marvin Glassberg
Deborah & Hirsch Go� man
Amy Golden
Fran & Edwin Goldstein
Midge & Gerald Golner
Naomi & David Goodell
Adeline & Clarence Gould
Fred Greenberg
Gloria Grossman
Anita & Jerome Gutkin
Sharon & David Hawkes
Joseph Hecht

Barbara & Steven Helfgot
Iva & Larry Hirsch
Jared Hirschl
Cheryl & Phillip Jalowiec
Jewish Free Loan
Jewish Genetic Diseases Center of
    Greater Phoenix
Pat & David Kader
Steven E. Kaplan
Peter Knobel
Sue & Neal Kurn
Benjamin Lane
Deborah & Rabbi Arthur Lavinsky
Leo & Evelyn Kelman Endowment
    Fund
MaryAnn & Bobby Lieb
Jack Linde
Lisa & Steve Litt
Lynn & Matthew Luger
Heather & Ben Malin
Stan Marks
Beth & Rob Marsh
Kimberly Marshall & Adam
    Zweiback
Medtronic Foundation
Laura & Paul Mittman
Dottie & Murray Goodman
Bruce Nager
Phoenix Holocaust Survivors’ 
    Association
Aaron Pratt & Jean-Luc Le
    Provost
Linda & Howard Pressman
Randee & Shlomo Pri-tal
Elaine & Gary Raymond
Wendy & Jonathan Rose
Maddy & Sheldon Roth
Jacqueline & Wolf Safrin
Marjorie & Steve Sands
Claire & Seymour Schonwetter
Sandra Sheinbein



Jewish Future
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Tina & Irwin Sheinbein
Carmen & Joel Sideman
Evelyn & Daniel Simon
Joan & Morton Sitver
Deborah Sparrow
Richard Stark
Carole & Rabbi David Stein
Sun Lakes Jewish Cong. Sisterhood
Rabbi John A. Linder, Temple Solel
Janette & Stuart Wachs
Tracy Leonard-Warner & Randy
    Warner
Elaine Waxman & Bob Segelbaum
Naomi & Gerald Weiner
Cindy & Paul Weiser
Arizona Center for Judaic Studies,
    The University of Arizona
Marie & William Wolf
Adam Yaron
Sara Ziskin

$100-179
Carol & Thomas Alpert
Ariel Anbar
Ruth Becker
Tricia & Andy Beran
Julie & Alan Berlin
Michelle Blumenberg
Nancy & Joel Breshin
David Brokaw
Alena Cantor
Rabbi Mari Chernow, Temple Chai
Edward Chulew
Joyce Cohen

Dennis Cooper
Jennifer Eckstein
Marty & Elliot Ellentuck
Julie & Howard Erlick
Virginia & David Foster
Felice & Gary Freed
Rina & Michael Freeman
Charles Friedman
Jennifer & Stuart Garber
Alice & Chuck Gartell
Kira Gartell
Jean Geldin
Linda & Robert Glassman
Rabbi Ayla Grafstein & Steve    
    Klemow
Melissa & Je�  Hirschl
Renee & Arthur Horowitz
Zelma & Phillip Horwitz
Julie & Jonathan Ivanhoe
Erin Johnson & Gelie Akhenblit
Shari & Irwin Kanefsky
Maddisen Kannel
Aleeza & Carlos Kaplan
Gail & Melvin Kessler
Jennifer Kirshner
Norman Kogen
David Kotin
Nathan Kurzrok
Beth Ladin
Kevin Ladin
Veronica & Eddie Lange
Louise Leverant
Audrey & Scott Lewis
Irene & Donald Lubin

Tina Lustig
Mike Mader
Carol & Bruce Meyers
Shannon & Keith Mishkin
Sandra & Joseph Palais
Rachel & Doug Passon
David Pijawka
Ellen & Larry Plotkin
Leanne & Arnold Rabin
Debby & Hod Rabino
Janine Raye
Karen Roth
Linda & Irwin Sandler
Michael Sarna
Judith & Michael Scha� ert
Joel Schaller
Roberta & Rabbi Martin Scharf
Linda & Je�  Schotz
Rana & Joseph Schwartz
Barbara Serbin
Janet Shalwitz
Lola & Jacob Shapiro
Paula & Arlie Sherman
Sue Shindler
Bunny & Sandor Shuch
Nancy & Stuart Siefer
Ruth & Gerald Siegel
Marilyn Sloan
Barbara & Stephen Slogo� 
Robert Smith
Jaime Stern/Jewish News
Suzanne & Richard Swift
Hava Tirosh Samuelson &
    Tzimche Manoach

Selma & Jerome Targovnik
Elizabeth Tregor-Dokken &
    Stephen Dokken
Judy Frieder & Stu Turgel 
Pam & Jack Waterman
Leesa & George Weisz
Mara & Larry Wolf
Donna & Harry Zegerson

In-Kind Donations
Beth Gansky
Cheryl & Phillip Jalowiec
Chompies/Shirli Borenstein
David Engelman
Dede Turken
Elaine Waxman & Bob Segelbaum
Exhibit Experts/Eddie Lange
Goodmans Interior Structures
Joshua Jalowiec
Kettle Heroes/Rudi Sinykin
L’Auberge de Sedona/
    Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Bain
Mozart Café & Bakery
Nancy & Zach Brooks
Natalie & Ray Kail
Ninfa & Ron Lowe
Phoenix Suns/Lon Babby
Sagit & Dov Safi r
Salon Estique
Sheryl & Ron Davidow
Th!ngz Contemporary Furniture/ 
    Susie Wallace
The Blau Company, Ltd.

Kim & Aaron Blau
Tricia & Andy Beran

Shelley Cohn
Steven M. Goldstein

Deeann Griebel
Andrea & Jerry Lewkowitz

Paul E. Stander
Susan A. Stander

*Transformational Leadership Campaign (multi-year commitments)

Help ASU Hillel reach even 
more students!

Do you know an incoming or current ASU student?
Call or email to share their contact information

and we will reach out directly to them!

480 967 7563 • hillel@hillelasu.org

l e g a c y  s o c i e t y

Designed by Raymie Humbert raymie.xyz



Hannah’s story is one of hundreds of ASU Hillel stories. Hillel’s impact on students results in stronger Jewish leaders, 
creative Jewish thinkers and more engaged Jewish young adults and families.

Joining the Legacy Society is a wonderful way to ensure that Hillel will always be the place at ASU to inspire and lead 
Jewish life, ultimately building the future leaders of our Jewish community,  changing lives, and deeply impacting the 
course of the American Jewish future.

Please join us! To make ASU part of your estate plan, please contact Shelley Cohn (shelleycohn@cox.net),
Steve Goldstein (goldstein@sackstierney.com) or Aaron Blau (aaron@blauco.com).

Hillel at ASU is a proud participant in LIFE & LEGACY, a multi-year partnership program between the Jewish Community Foundation 
and the Harold Grinspoon Foundation that promotes end-of-lifetime giving to Jewish day schools, synagogues, social service 

organizations, and other Jewish entities.
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Life & Legacy Campaign
Hillel has changed my way of thinking, it has taught me about my heritage, and it has made me a better person.  Being part of this 
Jewish community has changed my life. If you asked me over three years ago about who I’d be marrying and whether I would raise 

my family Jewish, I would have said “it doesn’t matter.” Now I know wholeheartedly that I want a Jewish husband, I want my 
children to be Jewish, and I want it to be something prominent and important in my everyday life. hannah ossman ‘15


